Sell Art, Not Out
Six Keys to an Authentic Career in the Arts

bg Laura Barron (Iaurabarron.nct)

Beauty first
I. Create a great Procluct — Practice, listen, learn, aPPlH artistic integrity
and freedom
I.  Present attractive materials — brochures, CD’s, website, Photos,
show/ Pchormance settings
1. Package your Proc]uct well — interesting titles, creative themes, striking
logos

1. Choose 3 dcscriptivc words with which you will infuse all of your work

Express gourschc

1. Maintain authenticitg — know your strengths and weaknesses

I. Pursue your passions — find your niche (classical, contemporary,
multi-media, Political, global influences, theatrical, fusion, literarg,
Fantasg)

1. Choose aPProPriatC Partners — committecl, comPatible, 1CunJ matched
abilit9

I. Designa 30-word mission statement to describe your career purpose

Know HOUF auclicncc

1. Their nature — social, inte”ectual; attention span; casual or formal
setting Premcerence; visua”9 oriented

1. The clemographic - Old vs. Young, Classical vs. Conteml:)orarg tastes,
Socio-economic status

1. What attracts them — qualit9 Procluct, clever marketing stratcgies,
relevant messaging, sound bites, memorable content, emotional work

I. Characterize 2 dcmograp/ﬁc groups that you would like to target with

HOUI" WOI”L ana’ COFIS[G’CI’ /'lOW to FCBC/? tf)em



Invent new ideas

1.

SCIF—Proc]uce — festival, show, Pedagogical material, media, program

2. lnspire others to create — COmMMmIssions, artwork for marketing, PR
writing, collaborative Procluctions

3. Brainstorm — keel:) ongoing lists of AH-HA’s

4. Come up with TOP Ten List of your favorite artistic cxperlénces

Never be afraid to ask

1. Build sgmbiotic relationshi[:)s - Provic]e sponsors ad exposure, offer
tickets or discounts to Procluction Partners, audience door Prizes,
charitable beneficiaries

2. Be resourceful — make contacts, pursue connections, find creative
Funcling, seck affordable venues, meet other artists, learn from People
outside your domain

3. Write inte”igent grants — seek aPProPriate $,justhcg well, know agencla

4. Commit to at least one rcqucst for which you will muster the courage to
aloloroach the appropriate party, within the next four months

DivcrsiFg your efforts

1. Stag open — teach & create, try all stgles & genres, exPlorC work
outside your field
DeveloP new skills — computer and gral:)hic techniques, accounting, PR

3. Stretch gourschc — compose, imProvise, choreograph, write,
collaborate and work with other mediums

+. Define your Spccia/ Seven Other Interests

BE KIND

Links: www.katiecostellomusic.com/ inc{ex.PhP, www.thm(orgotten.ca,

WWW.musiconmain.ca, \Ava.ForbicHenHutes.com, www.thegeti.ca,

www.tomorrowcollective.com/ briefencounters, www.artsentcrprise.wisc.edu,

WWW.SCBSOUFCC.OI"g, www.entrepreneu rthcarts.com

Recommended Rcacling: Eric Maisel, A Life in the Arts & Fearless Creating,;
Ben Zander, The Art of Possibility; Lewis chlc, The Gift



